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Welcome
Welcome to the Fine Art department. On these pages you will find:

■ background reading suggestions

■ details of a pre-course task we would like you to complete before the
course starts

■ details of subject knowledge enhancement task

We hope you will find this a useful introduction to the course and it gives you the
opportunity to gain an insight into this A Level subject.

We look forward to meeting you in September.

Mr S Connell

Mr K McElhinney

Art Teachers
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TASK 1: Sketchbook 

 Get yourself an A5 hardback sketchbook, get used to working in it every day. 

 Include drawings, sketches, notes and paintings based upon the following themes: 

1. Old and New 

2. Unusual Angles 

3. People, Places & Spaces 

4. Remembered Journeys 

5. Close up & Focused 

6. Body Parts 

7. Families 

8. The space around me 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try to complete a 

page a day, even if 

it is just notes 

Look at the 

examples here for 

ideas 

This is to try to get 

you to observe the 

world around you, 

keep you drawing 

and thinking about 

the world 

Please refer to the 

attached 

document, which 

gives you a 

multitude of 

different ideas and 

approaches 
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TASK 2: Photography 

 Complete as many of the photography tasks as you want 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Task 1: A Photo Essay 

 

 

Task 2: Portraits

 

 

 

Task 3: Street Photography – Urban and Suburban 

Landscape 

 

 

 

Task 4: Local Landscapes 

 

 

Task 5: Still Life and 

Everyday Scenes 

 

 

 Document your thought process & ideas in your 

sketchbook. You can print out the final images in 

school once we start the course or simply present 

them as a Google Slide/PowerPoint series. 

 Research photographers who observe similar themes 

Some of these photography tasks may seem difficult to complete now but 

you could think creatively about them. Maybe look at street scenes that used 

to have crowds in them and compare them to the world now. Local 

landscapes and suburban scenes may seem different now. Look for changes 

in the landscape, growth, decay, litter or objects that seem out of place? 

Make the ordinary seem mysterious and interesting. You could document a 

daily walk over time; photographing the same place and watching it change 

over the course of time or at different times of day or night as the light and 

shadows change 
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TASK 3:  Artist Research – Curate your own Exhibition 

Most galleries have apps you can download or have ‘virtual tours’ that you can access. Currently, most important exhibitions have 

free virtual tours. Virtual tours of world museums & art galleries - this an article with a list of 10 of the best online now. Visit them all 

and select your favourite artworks from each 

 BP Portrait award 2020: https://www.npg.org.uk/whatson/bp-portrait-award-2020/exhibition/ 

 Guggenheim Museum New York: https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/solomon-r-guggenheim-museum 

 National Gallery London: https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours 

 Virtual Exhibition tours online: https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/9-virtual-exhibition-art-tours-to-watch-online 

 Tate Gallery: https://www.tate.org.uk/art 

Study any artworks you like: Sketch, describe, analyse and evaluate. 

Curate your own exhibition ‘Virtually’ from your favourite works of Art. Explore what it takes to set up an exhibition. Will you work 

on different themes for each room or arrange by timeline? Produce as a Google Slide document or PDF – add ‘curators’ guidelines 

alongside your choices.  

https://advisor.museumsandheritage.com/news/art-uk-launches-free-digital-tool-enabling-anyone-to-curate-an-online-exhibition/ 

Other sites where you can make your own exhibitions include:  

 https://www.artsteps.com/   

 https://www.kunstmatrix.com/en/info/tutorials/how-to-create-a-virtual-exhibition-tutorial 

You could include your own work, alongside the ‘greats’… Try it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/mar/23/10-of-the-worlds-best-virtual-museum-and-art-gallery-tours
https://www.npg.org.uk/whatson/bp-portrait-award-2020/exhibition/
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/solomon-r-guggenheim-museum
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/9-virtual-exhibition-art-tours-to-watch-online
https://www.tate.org.uk/art
https://advisor.museumsandheritage.com/news/art-uk-launches-free-digital-tool-enabling-anyone-to-curate-an-online-exhibition/
https://www.artsteps.com/
https://www.kunstmatrix.com/en/info/tutorials/how-to-create-a-virtual-exhibition-tutorial
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TASK 4:  Background Information. To read, watch and follow to broaden your understanding and appreciation of Art. As well as online 

practical tutorials that may help you develop your technical skills further. 

To read: ‘Ways of Seeing’ by John Berger http://waysofseeingwaysofseeing.com/ways-of-seeing-john-berger-15.7.pdf 

Movements in Modern Art: http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/modern-art.htm 

London Art Galleries and Artists to follow https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/arts/london-art-galleries-follow-instagram-account-

a4410406.html 

Art2Day: A great site for contemporary art, which includes pages for current and previous exam questions. https://www.art2day.co.uk/ 

Colossal: Always good for a browse, this is a blog about arts and visual culture, including video, advertising, digital culture, street art & more. 

https://www.thisiscolossal.com/ 

Canvas Blog at Saatchi: An interesting blog of contemporary art and culture. https://canvas.saatchiart.com/ 

Online Art tutorials: https://www.paulcarneyarts.com/online-drawing-home 

Colour Zones in the face: How to paint Flesh Tones https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sxce77G4C_A 

Digital Painting simplified https://www.ctrlpaint.com/ 

Rijksmuseum Creative YouTube Channel: Many Tutorials to choose from https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSyJmmPVVRZ3CIqm5lqSjMw 

History of the World’s Deadliest Colours: https://ed.ted.com/lessons/history-s-deadliest-colors-j-v-maranto 

Anything from this playlist – You choose one that interests you! https://www.ted.com/playlists/3/the_artist_is_in 

If you have Sky - https://www.sky.com/watch/title/series/3e1cfda1-28a9-42f2-be75-220b7e8863ca/portrait-artist-of-the-year 

‘The Shock of the New’ by Art Critic Robert Hughes. All episodes are available on YouTube, watch as many as you can; they are based on 

different themes. The episode here is a later ‘Chapter’ this must be watched: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mPUO6F-8p1o 

Simon Schama’s ‘Power of Art’ and ‘The Face of Britain’ series are other key viewings. They uncover the lives and work of important artists 

including Caravaggio, David, Van Gogh & Picasso: example here is Mark Rothko: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rww2gsXc-

xE&list=PLDwCfLIfw8Sh99LGIYjyu6aut79z2jM0f 

http://waysofseeingwaysofseeing.com/ways-of-seeing-john-berger-15.7.pdf
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/modern-art.htm
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/arts/london-art-galleries-follow-instagram-account-a4410406.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/arts/london-art-galleries-follow-instagram-account-a4410406.html
https://www.art2day.co.uk/
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/
https://canvas.saatchiart.com/
https://www.paulcarneyarts.com/online-drawing-home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sxce77G4C_A
https://www.ctrlpaint.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSyJmmPVVRZ3CIqm5lqSjMw
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/history-s-deadliest-colors-j-v-maranto
https://www.ted.com/playlists/3/the_artist_is_in
https://www.sky.com/watch/title/series/3e1cfda1-28a9-42f2-be75-220b7e8863ca/portrait-artist-of-the-year
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mPUO6F-8p1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rww2gsXc-xE&list=PLDwCfLIfw8Sh99LGIYjyu6aut79z2jM0f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rww2gsXc-xE&list=PLDwCfLIfw8Sh99LGIYjyu6aut79z2jM0f
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Task 5: Have some fun creating different types of Artwork. 

https://mymodernmet.com/pejac-stayarthome-quarantine-project/ 

https://petapixel.com/2014/05/12/diy-tutorial-convert-room-camera-obscura/ 

https://mymodernmet.com/izoizolyacia-isolation-art-challenge/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.designboom.com/art/getty-museum-self-isolation-recreate-famous-

artworks-03-30-2020/ 

 

 
Make your own short animated film – there are lots of guides out there 
 
12 Principles of Animation (Official Full Series) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uDqjIdI4bF4 

https://www.bloopanimation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Making-an-Animated-Short.pdf 

https://rustyanimator.com/animation-for-beginners/ 

 

 

 

 

https://mymodernmet.com/pejac-stayarthome-quarantine-project/
https://petapixel.com/2014/05/12/diy-tutorial-convert-room-camera-obscura/
https://mymodernmet.com/izoizolyacia-isolation-art-challenge/
https://www.designboom.com/art/getty-museum-self-isolation-recreate-famous-artworks-03-30-2020/
https://www.designboom.com/art/getty-museum-self-isolation-recreate-famous-artworks-03-30-2020/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uDqjIdI4bF4
https://www.bloopanimation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Making-an-Animated-Short.pdf
https://rustyanimator.com/animation-for-beginners/
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INSTRUCTIONS: 

 https://www.pinterest.com/caldayart/ - Follow this link to Calday Art Pinterest site. This is where you will find a 

gallery of students work & our own resources to help you with your work: set up your own account if you have not 

done this already. 

 Complete as much as you can in the time you have, ensure you do some elements of each task. 

 Bring all sketchbook, research & photographic evidence to the first week of the A level course. We may set up a 

Google Classroom for you to upload your ideas and progress after May half term. 

 The work completed will form the basis of your A level Fine Art Coursework Unit and will be developed further 

throughout the first term of Year 12 through drawing, painting, printmaking & sculpture. 

 Research and background reading will give you a broader understanding of Art from different genres and will be 

crucial in your understanding of the purpose of Art in society. 

 You may wish to complete additional tasks of your choosing i.e. develop any sketchbook work into a large-scale 

painting, drawing or sculptural pieces. Feel free to experiment 

 Develop your skills & ideas from your GCSE. 

 Any queries email  Mr Connell: simon.connell@calday.co.uk or Mr McElhinney: kevin.mcelhinney@calday.co.uk 

 

  

 

https://www.pinterest.com/caldayart/
mailto:simon.connell@calday.co.uk
mailto:kevin.mcelhinney@calday.co.uk


What?
Create a visual art journal which reflects 
aspects of your own life and personality in a 
small A5 sketchbook or altered book.

How?
Use a combination of drawings, paintings 
and text/words to illustrate the suggested 
themes using a range of materials, 
techniques and processes.

Why?
To develop and refine your observation 
drawing skills by looking more closely at 
things around you that you see every day, 
and to explore skills in creating drawings 
from imagination.

Y12 A level Art
Journal Transition Project

2020



Sketchbook and Journal ideas

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-an-online-course-for-children-families-parents-
teachers/?fbclid=IwAR0eXgOhXUnmJdtsLP-0-
SaSrYINphDO0pQP2KlcHuOGrEHLQMQpDJc2IYk

To begin with you will need a sketchbook. If you are using a 
ready made sketchbook, try to use one that is no bigger than 
A5 in size to create your journal as this is a good size. It’s also 
just as easy to make your own - look at some of these 
examples for ideas. Just use whatever you have available at 
home. Check out the links and look on YouTube for ideas 
linked to handmade artist sketchbooks. Go to Pinterest : 
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/caldayart/sketchbook-resources-examples/

Cardboard cover folded in half 
with a range of papers inside. 
Bound together by wrapping 
some string or an elastic band 

around the middle.

You can use an 
old, damaged 
or unwanted 

paper or 
hardback book 

and draw on 
top of the 
pages and 

words

Create an 
accordion or 
concertina 
journal by 

folding and 
gluing paper 
into a long 

strip.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-an-online-course-for-children-families-parents-teachers/?fbclid=IwAR0eXgOhXUnmJdtsLP-0-SaSrYINphDO0pQP2KlcHuOGrEHLQMQpDJc2IYk
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/caldayart/sketchbook-resources-examples/


What will I draw?

Each double page will have a theme, there are 30 
ideas to start with which should take you up to at least 
the Summer holidays. You can draw from direct 
observation, use your own photos or find images on 
the internet as inspiration. Look at the slides below with 
artists who use sketchbooks and journals.

You can add more pages and continue it over the 
Summer, ready to bring in when school starts.

Receipts
Tickets

Wrappers
Scrap paper

Envelopes
Postcards

Flyers
Newspapers

You can also collage things into your journal and draw on top of them



You can use small titles 

using a relevant font as 

a way to give context to 

your page 

Use a range of different size 

drawings on the page and 

add small images and boxes 

Use annotation to write 

notes or add further 

information about the 

things you have drawn

Page inspiration and layout ideas

You can write down the location, 

date and the time that you do 

your page entry.

Think carefully about layout and composition.Some 

pages can be filled with images and others can have 

lots of empty space.

Use more than one media 

or technique per double 

page. Try using different 

techniques, such as cross 

hatching, continuous line, 

detailed tonal studies etc

Think about 

literacy when you 

annotate your 

pages, and use 

these to create a 

flow and visual 

story which travels 

across different 

pages. 



Jose Naranja turns ordinary 

notebooks into highly detailed works 

of art. The artist uses watercolours, 

stamps, writing, elements of 

photography and drawings to turn 

each notebook into a one of a kind 

masterpiece.

Naranja worked as an aeronautical engineer for many years but 

eventually decided to quit and devote his life to art and travels. The 

artist developed his passion for notebook art in 2005 when he 

discovered Moleskine pocket journals. As hard as it may be to believe, 

Jose is a self-taught artist, but his skills are remarkable. So far the artist 

has filled in 12 notebooks and recently has begun binding his own, to 

make his art even more personal.

Jose Naranja

https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2018/04/hand

made-sketchbooks-by-jose-naranja/

http://josenaranja.blogspot.com/

https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2018/04/handmade-sketchbooks-by-jose-naranja/
http://josenaranja.blogspot.com/


Frida Kahlo

Frida Kahlo's life was expressed 

through her work. A chronological 

look at her artwork provides an 

understanding of the events that 

changed her life: her passions, 

motivations, disappointments, and 

desires. Painting was cathartic for 

her, however, writing and keeping a 

diary also helped her to establish a 

relationship with herself, and to find 

a way of expressing her afflictions 

during the final 10 years of her life.

Kahlo  found that writing, as well as painting, was useful not just 

for communicating with her family and friends—and  also as a 

way of connecting with her own feelings, conveying her ideas on 

her artistic practice, and expressing her worries and pains, both 

physical and emotional.



Chandler O’Leary



Guillermo Del Toro



Page 1
Inside

Page 2
Outside



Page 3 
Travel and Places

Page 4 
Food



Page 5 
Doors

Page 6 
Windows



Page 7
Trees

Page 8 
Water



Page 9
Possessions

Page 10 
Childhood Memories



Page 11
Colour

Page 12 
Nature



Page 13
Animals

Page 14 
Family



Page 15 
The Weather 

Page 16 
Textures



Page 17 
Favourite Film

Page 18
Favourite Book



Page 19
Feelings and Emotions

Page 20
Smells



Page 21 
Dreams

Page 22 
Fears



Page 23
Words

Page 24 
Clothes



Page 25 
Favourite Artist

Page 26 
Favourite drawing tools



Page 27  
The News

Page 28  
Conflict



Page 29
Favourite songs

Page 30 
Self Portrait


	Front Cover and Welcome Art
	2022 Pre Course ART PDF 1
	2022 Pre Course ART supplementary sheet PDF 2

